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Meeting Times: 
 

The club meets at 7:00pm on the last Monday of each month at the Cutter Aviation facility at the south side of Sky Harbor Airport.  
Check the club calendar on the website for any changes.  (http://www.ipms-phx.org)  
 

Cutter Aviation, Inc. 
2802 East Old Tower Rd.                        Old Tower Road is the first street north of I-10 off 24th Street. 
Phoenix, AZ  85034  
 

President & Chapter Contact: Rick Marshall rickmarshall@qwest.net (602) 896-8960 
Vice President: Jim Baker chadinko@cox.net (480) 946-0610 
Secretary: Bruce Briggs bbriggs@getnet.net (480) 961-3033 
Treasurer: Ed Kucharski edkucharski@hotmail.com (480) 967-7101 
Chapter Contact: Dick Christ dickc24@aol.com (480) 983-7131 
Web Site Editor Larry Grapentine grapent1@cox.net (623) 875-6967 
Corsair Editor: Kevin Henthorn kevin.d.henthorn@boeing.com (480) 396-8738 
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Happy New Year to you!  I hope that you all had a great time 
over the holidays and that the model closet is just a tad more 
crowded than before the gifts arrived.  My wife treated me to a 
couple of the big Trumpeter Kits and they both look very 
interesting. 
 
This month's meeting is going to be a big one as we will be 
electing a new Vice President and President, the Treasurer 
and Secretary have both agreed to stay on.  A couple of 
suckers' volunteers have been found and anyone else that is 
interested in any of the positions is encouraged to come to the 
meeting and seek election.  Seriously if you are interested 
taking on the responsibility you are encouraged to run for the 
post. 
 
Over the last couple of years the club has grown tremendously 
and this is the time as a group we all get a say as to how and 
what the club gets involved in.  In the past couple of years we 
have had two successful local shows and are putting on the big 
one this year.  We have also as a group been involved with the 
Centennial of Flight, took part in the Veteran's Day activities at 
the CAF, Dick and other volunteers have done several make 
and takes.  It is my hope that the club will continue to take part 
in these types of activities.  It would also be nice if we could do 
more work with the local hobby shops, doing seminars and 
builds to promote the hobby.  These are the type of activities 
that define a club and keep it vibrant. 
 
Thank you all for your support over the last two years. 
 
Rick Marshall 
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There was no regular club meeting in December.  Instead we 
held the annual pizza party at Red Devil Pizzeria (next to 

Hobby Depot).  There was quite a turnout, with over 25 people 
there.  Mike Pabis collected over 50 models for the soldiers in 
Iraq (more on this later in the issue). 
 
Here are a couple of pictures of a Make-N-Take event held at 
the Centennial of Flight Display: 
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January  

·  Mon-26th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Cutter 
Aviation – Time to renew your membership. 

 

February  
·  Mon-23rd  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Cutter 

Aviation. 

 

March  
·  Mon-29th  Monthly Club Meeting:  7:00 PM at Cutter 

Aviation. 
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Modeling a Royal New Zealand Air Force P-40N. 
By Larry Grapentine 
 
Browsing through a color profile book, a RNZAF P-40 caught 
my eye.  Nice blue National insignias, and an interesting 
foliage green topside color.  I had an AMT/ERTL 1/48 scale P-
40N in the closet, so I decided to build one. 
 

 
 
History/ Research 
I found an excellent website on the RNZAF in WWII Pacific 
service, run by Peter Mossong of New Zealand.  This site is 
very in depth, and is a great modeling reference.  The site 
features many types of aircraft used by the Kiwis, including the 
P-40, SBD, PBY, TBF and others.  The information available 

here includes history, markings, color info, aircraft info by S/N, 
model kit, decal and accessories, really everything you need to 
know about the subject.  The URL is: http://rnzaf.hobbyvista 
.com/index.html.  Peter was even kind enough to e-mail 
answers to many questions I asked him about my particular 
aircraft subject. 
 
It was on this site I learned that the Foliage Green/NZ Sky 
Grey was not used on P-40s in combat.  The aircraft were 
lend-leased from the U.S.A., and were flown as delivered in 
Olive Drab/Neutral Gray.  The blue portion of the US “Star and 
Bar” was over-painted with the NZ roundel.  They also added 
white ID bands and white tail surfaces and spinner. 
 
I really wanted to paint my model the unique NZ colors, so I 
chose NZ3220, a P-40N that returned to New Zealand from the 
Solomon Islands after the Warhawks were replaced by F4U 
Corsairs.  This P-40N was repainted Foliage Green/ NZ Sky 
Grey, with all combat makings retained.  It is actually the third 
P-40 to carry the name “Gloria Lyons”. 
 
The RNZAF operational system assigned aircraft to Servicing 
Units, which “owned” the planes, and had the mechanics, 
equipment, and support personnel.  The fighter squadrons had 
only pilot personnel, and they were attached to a Servicing Unit 
for a 6-week combat tour.  When their tour was over, they 
returned to New Zealand for R&R, and a fresh squadron 
rotated in to fly the aircraft. 
 
Two armourers of No. 4 Servicing Unit on New Georgia in the 
Solomon Islands had a pen pal from New Zealand named 
Gloria Lyons, and it was decided to adopt the young lady as a 
unit mascot.  At that time 4 (SU) aircraft carried code letters, so 
one P-40N-1, NZ3148 coded 'G', was selected to receive her 
name.  This aircraft was destroyed in a crash landing Feb. 9th, 
1944. 
 
The second “Gloria” was NZ3188, a P-40N-5.  This aircraft was 
crippled after being hit by enemy ground fire while on a strafing 
mission to Bougainville on May 17th, 1944.  The pilot, who co-
incidentally was involved in the loss of the first 'Gloria Lyons', 
was forced to bail out over the sea. 
 
The third “Gloria” (and subject of my model) was P-40N-20, 
NZ3220.  The cumulative scores and missions of the three 
“Gloria Lyons” P-40s were painted on the cowl of NZ3220.  
When it returned to New Zealand in late 1944, it was repainted 
in the Foliage Green/(NZ) Sky Grey scheme, and all combat 
markings were retained.  These were 55 yellow bomb symbols 
representing strike missions, and two and a half Japanese 
flags representing victories over enemy aircraft.  Today, 
“Gloria” is privately owned in New Zealand, although I believe it 
is disassembled. 
 
The fourth and last “Gloria Lyons” was an F4U-1A, NZ5233, 
which was written off after a landing accident at Torokina on 
June 15th, 1944.  By the time the Corsairs arrived, the 
Japanese air power had been neutralized, so the F4Us did not 
earn any air-to-air kills.  Most of their missions were ground 
pounding. 
 
The Kit 
The 1/48 AMT/ERTL kit is not a bad kit, although it is quite a 
few notches below a Tamiya or Hasegawa (although neither 
make a 1/48 P-40).  The kit has nice clear glass and good 
engraved detail.  The biggest problem with it was the tail.  The 
AMT mold must use a changeable tail section on the one piece 
fuselage to make different P-40 types, and on mine the 
fuselage/tail on one half was misaligned by a couple of 
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millimeters.  I was able to fill and sand it flush, but the panel 
lines do not line up.  There were a few fiddly fit problems to 
deal with; mainly the rear wing/bottom fuselage joint, and the 
separate engine cover panels needed to be shimmed.  I also 
had to add “spreader bars” to the fuselage under the cockpit, to 
get a tight fit at the wing roots.  I used quite a bit of Evergreen 
styrene on the inside of the fuselage to block off openings and 
to shim/brace parts to get them to fit and stay in place. 
 
The cockpit is fairly well detailed.  I added PE seatbelts, and 
scratch built a gun sight, seat frame, and rudder pedals.  A 
couple of wire levers and Reheat placard decals were the 
finishing touches.  The instructions have you assemble the 
separate cockpit sidewalls, floor, and bulkheads into a unit, 
then plug it into the assembled fuselage from the bottom.  Test 
fitting confirmed it didn’t fit well, leaving gaps everywhere.  I 
glued the sidewalls to the fuselage halves before joining them, 
and then carefully fit the remaining parts to be painted and 
installed individually. 
 

 
 
The kit exhaust stacks are round pipes and appear too small, 
and the pictures of “Gloria” clearly show flat “fish tail” stacks.  I 
found the exhausts I needed in the Eduard P-400 kit.  1/16” 
aluminum tubing was shaped into gun fairings and small SS 
tubing used for the pitot tube and gun barrels.  I added a gear 
leg link that AMT omitted, sheet brass small inboard doors, 
wire brake line with aluminum foil clamp.  The drop tank 
mounting hardware is too thick, and I should have reworked or 
scratch built something better.  A pair of resin wheels were 
used, as the kit has covered wheels, and the pictures show 
“Gloria” had open spokes. 
 
Paint / Decals 
Model Master FS34092 Euro Green was used as a match for 
Foliage Green, and Russian Underside Blue matches FS35352 
NZ Sky Grey.  I decided to paint the white fuselage stripes 
along with the tail and spinner, because I thought the decals 
would be hard to apply straight, and the three piece rear stripe 
would be difficult to line up with the bar in the national insignia.  
The demarcation line of the upper and underside color looks 
hard masked in the pictures, so that’s what I did. 
 
Obtaining decals was not easy.  All of the RNAZF decal sheets 
I found listed are out of production.  Aeromaster did a make a 
set of RNZAF decals that included Gloria #2.  A kind modeler 
on Hyperscale sent me these markings.  They included 
national insignias, stripes, and a “G-Gloria” decal I could 
modify for use on Gloria #3.  All I needed to get were the 55 
yellow mission markings, tail code, and Japanese kill flags.  I 
gave up trying to make my own little yellow bombs.  Yellow just 
did not work on the color laser printer at Kinko’s, or on my club 

mate’s ALPS printer.  When applied to the dark green 
fuselage, they were so translucent they were almost invisible, 
even layered 3 deep!  I found a Superscale sheet for a B-25 
that had the bombs, and bought 2 sheets.  Gloria #3 had the 
markings on both sides, so I needed four rows of 24 and two 
rows of seven to replicate the 55 missions on each side.  The 
black serial number printed on the ALPS worked out fine. 
 

 
 
In the “Doh!, I should have known” category, the white bars on 
the insignias looked terrible on the dark green, and where they 
crossed the fuselage stripe it was very obvious something 
would have to be done.  To add insult to injury, for some 
reason I could not get the Aeromasters to lay down into the 
panel lines.  They were applied to a polished Future surface, 
and repeat applications of Micro-Sol did little.  I was reluctant 
to try Solvaset, as the decals were close to irreplaceable. In 
the end, I gave up and “let it fly” with results I was not satisfied 
with.  This is really baffling to me, as I have always had good 
luck with Aeromaster decals.  I experimented some with the 
bottom wing decals, perforating them along the panel lines with 
a pin and using straight Solvaset, and finally got them to settle 
in.  Alas, I had already coated the topside decals with Future, 
so I had to leave them alone. 
 

 
 
After the Future was allowed to cure a couple of days, the see-
thru bars of the insignias were masked off with Tamiya tape 
and sprayed with white enamel.  It took a bunch of coats to 
finally hide the bleed through, which of course filled in the 
panel lines even more.  At least the tape did not damage the 
decals.  If I ever build another RNZAF plane, and good decals 
aren’t available, I’m going to mask and paint the insignias. 
 
It was interesting to learn some New Zealand WWII history, 
and this aircraft has a colorful story and paint job.  It certainly 
stands out against the other drab green planes on my model 
shelf.  Perhaps I’ll go back to Peter’s site and check out the 
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Avengers.  I’ve got an Accurate Miniatures TBF in the closet, 
just sittin’ there. 
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Here is another modeling link from Mike Pabis: 
 
Armorama.com 
www.armorama.com 
 
The site covers all types of model building with many useful 
articles and reviews by the members.  It is broken down into 
Aircraft, Armor, Dioramas, Figures, Ships, and Tools.  Each 
section has a further breakdown into articles, reviews, and 
galleries of models.  There is also a discussion forum for each 
section. 
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A long time member of the Hyperscale community, regular 
poster and all around good guy, Jim Clark has just added a 
future modeler to the world!!  Ryan Alexander Clark was born 
at 8:42 PM on December 4th.  He weighs in at a whopping 4 
pounds 8 ounces and 18 inches long.  Both mom and baby are 
doing well.  If you want to send congrats to Jim, email him at 
Hornet78@cox.net. 
 
 
The results of the National vote regarding the use of 
IPMS/USA National rules at Regional Conventions has just 
been compiled.  Those results are the subject of a letter from 
Jack Kennedy the IPMS/USA Director of Local Chapters 
(DLC).  This letter has gone out to all RC's, Bob Hester the 
IPMS/USA web master, and Dave Morrissette President of 
IPMS/USA.  The letter as follows: 
 
  
 
Hi, all RC's, Bob Hester and Dave Morrissette:  
 
OK, here is how the voting went. Of 200 chapters, 112 voted. 
Of the 112, 85 were in favor and 27 against.  Ten of the eleven 
regions went in favor of using Nat'l contest rules at Regional 
conventions.  Only Region 1 was against this idea.  This vote 
reflects 56% of the chartered chapters and the fact that this 
many voted is encouraging considering how difficult it is to get 
a 15% vote on any proposal. 
 

I am very pleased with the voting, as this is a step in the right 
direction towards standardizing the contests at regionals.  This 
will not take effect until 2005.  I will be working on the wording 
for this over the next few months with the help of the National 
Contest Committee, of which I am a member. 
 
Please feel free to let all of your chapters know the result of the 
voting and that this will not affect local shows.  Also let them 
know that if a chapter plans of making a bid to host a regional, 
they must be willing to abide by the National contest rules. 
 
Thank you for your efforts on this controversial issue. 
 
On another note, we now have 161 chapters chartered as of 
today.  That is 80.5%.  I am very pleased with the rechartering 
so far, and I can't help but feel that it's success is due in no 
small part by your efforts to get the chapters to re-charter early. 
 
Thank you all. 
 
Jack Kennedy 
 
The vote here in Region 10 as of January 1, 2004 was: 
 
Yes: 
IPMS/Denver-Rob Wolf. 
IPMS/Front Range 
IPMS/High Plains 
IPMS/Craig Hewitt 
IPMS/Legacy 
IPMS/Centennial 
RC-10 
 
No: 
IPMS/Albuquerque 
IPMS/Northern Utah Scale Modelers 
IPMS/Salt Lake City 
IPMS/Tucson 
IPMS/Rocky Mountain 
IPMS/Utah Miniature Automotive Guild 
 
Uncast vote: 
IPMS/Grand Junction 
 
Thank you for your patience in this matter.  I know full well how 
disruptive this has been in our Region. 
 
It is my sincere hope that a corner has been turned and a fresh 
start can be made in Region 10. 
 
Yours in Modeling, 
 
Don Kehrer 
RC-10 
 
 
Models for the Soldiers in Iraq 
I would like to thank everyone for their contributions to the 
soldiers in Iraq.  At the Christmas party at Red Devil Pizzeria, 
we donated 56 models for the soldiers.  This is absolutely 
amazing.  Also, thanks to the club's donation, $200 worth of 
supplies were accumulated to put the models together.  The 
soldiers will have plenty of glue, paint, brushes, and the other 
basic tools needed to assemble the kits.  What an effort by 
everyone.  I know that they will all appreciate it. 
 
Also, I would like to thank Keith Pieper of Avalon Books and 
Hobbies for not only gathering all of the supplies, but for 
placing a donation box at his store.  Through his donation box, 



 5 

hundreds of books were donated along with a huge amount of 
beef jerky and other items for the soldiers.  Thank you Keith 
and all of your patrons. 
 
Combined, these donations equaled 17 boxes that were sent 
to my company's Lexington site for the next shipment to Iraq.  
The boxes were shipped on January 7th to Lexington for 
eventual distribution to Iraq.  With all of the incidents going on 
in Fallujah recently, hopefully this will provide a welcome relief.  
I asked the soldiers if they could write back to us when they get 
a chance.  Hopefully, we will get some mail from overseas to 
share with the club.  Once I get a response, I will bring it to the 
meeting and have it placed in the Corsair for everyone to view. 
 
I will keep everyone posted on the next shipment if you would 
still like to donate.  However, if you would like to adopt your 
own pen pal, simply go to www.operationmilitarypride.org and 
you can sign up to correspond with a soldier. 
 
Thank you to the all of the members of the club for their 
thoughtfulness.  I know that they will appreciate what each of 
you has done. 
 
Mike Pabis 
 
UPDATE: 
The 17 boxes of models, books, and personal items that were 
donated are scheduled to be mailed out the week of January 
26th.  Great job everyone! 
 
I have also been asked if we want to send any models to the 
injured soldiers at Walter Reed Army Medical Center.  There is 
no firm date on the shipment to Walter Reed, but it is expected 
to happen in the next few months.  If you still have kits that you 
would like to donate, but forgot to bring them to the holiday 
party, I would be more than happy to collect the kits at the next 
meeting and make sure that they are sent to the injured 
soldiers.  These soldiers come in with only the clothes on their 
backs, so anything to pass the time while they are not in 
therapy is truly appreciated. 
 
Mike Pabis 
 
Here are some pictures: 
 

 
Global Hawk. 

 

 
A cartoon of an F-15E by Willy Peeters 

 
XB-70 Escape Capsule. 

 
The view from a U-2. 
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216 W. Southern Ave. 
Tempe, AZ  85282 
(480) 968-1880 

www.thehobbydepot.com 
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“The Cutting Edge in Military Details” 
Eric R. Hight  
3245 E. Hillery Dr.  
Phoenix AZ 85032 
(602) 867-8822 
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2916 N. 40th St. 
Phoenix, AZ     (602) 840-0575 
 

www.spaceinminiature.com  
Space in Miniature books and reference material by Mike 
Mackowski 
 
Join the IPMS/USA $21.00 annual membership Includes  
a subscription to the IPMS Journal. 
IPMS/USA National Office 
PO Box 2475  
N. Canton, OH  44720-0475  

www.ipmsusa.org 
 

www.airline-hobby.com  
Your One Stop Source for Scale Model Airliner Kits, Decals, 
Diecasts and Accessories 


